Spelling Strategies:   Lesson 1                 Name ________________

Compound Words

All words are made up of parts that each have a meaning. These parts are called morphemes.  The group called compound words are made up of smaller words (usually two) that could stand alone.

Practice dividing up these compound words into their stand-alone parts:

backpack

drumstick

headache 
snowshoe

battleship

friendship

highlight 
teammate

become

gentleman

maybe 
understood

brothers-in-law
grapefruit

one-half
wastebasket

cupboard

haystack 

overflow
yourself

A word is not a compound word if both parts do not make a real word.  Circle the word below that are not  compound words.

railroad
raincoat
resist

snowflake
prefix    helpful

beautiful
organ

notebook
sandwich
airport
makeover

Some words are especially useful for forming compound words.  For each of the following words, make three compound words that include that word:

any:    _______________   _______________   ________________

some:  _______________   _______________   ________________

every:  _______________   _______________   ________________

be:  _______________   _______________   ________________

out: _______________   _______________   ________________

no:  _______________   _______________   ________________

self:  _______________   _______________   ________________

Some compound words are formed by joining two or more smaller words with a hyphen.  These words should only be divided at the hyphen.  Some are actually two words that have a single entry in the dictionary.

seventy-eight
twenty-one

fifty-four

ninety-nine

1.  What general rule could be made for the words above?

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​

three-fourths
two-thirds

five-eighths

nine-tenths

2.  What general rule could be made for the words above?

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​

mother-in law
      fathers-in-law
               sisters-in-law

3.  What general rule could be made for the words above?
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If an adjective describes another adjective right behind it, and not the following noun, join those two adjectives with a hyphen:

part-time help    right-handed person 
  break-even point    self-service station

Circle the word pairs below that are listed in the dictionary as a single entry:

barn door                 high school

vice president 
turn off

   sea level
    turn signal
   name tape
     jet lag
        art class
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Hand this in by: ______________
