Spelling Strategies:  Lesson 3            Name ___________________

Closed Syllable and Silent-e words:

Closed syllables, as you know, have one vowel sound (short) followed by a consonant sound.  Many words follow-up a closed syllable with a silent-e syllable.  It has a vowel, a consonant, and an e on the end that is not pronounced but makes the preceding vowel have a long sound.

Divide the words in bold type into syllables:

athlete 
   contemplate 
illustrate 

postdate

compensate    escape 

impede 

postpone

complete 
   excitement 
mandate 

subside

confiscate 
   expose 

membrane 

textile*

confuse 
   ignite 

oppose 

translate

Quick syllable sort:  
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	closed (12)
	silent-e (12)

	
	


Closed/silent-e  ( in triples!

Combine these mixed-up syllables to form three-syllable words:

trate   lus   il    ___​​___________   cate   con fis   ___​​___________   

fan    in   tile    ___​​___________   sate  com  pen  ___​​___________ 

trate  fil   in     ___​​___________   dis   pose   in   ___​​___________     

Where are the closed syllables in these words?    beginning     middle       end  

Where are the silent-e syllables?           beginning     middle       end  

More Practice with Syllabication
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Sometimes students do not realize that words can be divided at the end of a line only between syllables.  Placing a hyphen in the incorrect spot to continue a word on the next line creates confusion for the reader.  Remember!  If two consonants are between two vowels, divide between the consonants.  If there are more than two consonants, keep blends and digraphs together.

Divide these words into syllables.  Use the dictionary if you need help.

blizzard
cottage
constant
dolphin
happen

laughter
message
pilgrim
complain 
pattern

hundred
monster
willage
orchard
orphan

public

purchase
traffic
attack
dessert

The Power of Silent-e Across Two Consonants

Can an “e” at the end of a word always force a long vowel sound?

Check out these words, and circle the words with a short vowel sound:

waste

edge

judge

cringe

lathe

clothe

smudge
bathe
  
singe
  
ache
   
 paste
fringe

Which letter seems to make a difference?__________

Of course, this is just a general pattern, and a few other things will affect a vowel sound…


Hand this in by: ______________
pede	     ig	       cise	con       trive	       trom	  fane	       mem


wel         in          il	      ite        late    	 treme	vade         stag


tane	       ex         op	    sate         es	 pone     nute     fon











