Spelling Strategies:  Lesson 4       Name ______________________

Closed and R-Controlled Syllable Words

Closed syllables have the short-vowel/consonant-sound ending.  

[image: image1.wmf]The r-controlled syllables have a vowel followed by an “r.”  That makes the vowel sound neither short nor long.  It has its own set of three sounds that give clues to the correct spelling.


ar   has the vowel sound as in  car


or   has the vowel sound as in  sort 

er, ir, ur   all have the vowel sound in  church

Correctly divide each spelling word in bold type into syllables:

absorb 

converge 

further 

surface

absurd 

different

iceberg

surprise

carbon 

discard 

important 

transform

carpenter

endorse 

informal 

transversal
circumference
exercise 

interrupt 

urban

Sort the spelling words below in the correct boxes:

  







 (used 40% ,   26%,    13%)\

	ar
	or
	er,    ur,    ir 

	
	
	


Many words begin with r-controlled syllables.  Find at least 5 words each that begin with or contain the following syllables:

	per
	ver
	tur

	
	
	


Word families: 

Once you can spell the root word, simple spelling variations will yield many contributions to your vocabulary bank.

Find 3 related terms for each of these spelling words.

absorb
______________ ______________ ______________


different
______________ ______________ ______________

transform
______________ ______________ ______________
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Hand this in by: ______________

