Spelling Strategies:   Lesson 5           Name ___________________

Open Syllable Words V/CV

When a single consonant in the middle of a word is surrounded by two vowels, the most common way to divide the syllables is after the vowel.  This makes the vowel have a long sound, and the syllable is called an open syllable.

      Example:   bacon    >   bā/con     

Correctly divide each spelling word in bold type into syllables.

Use the dictionary if you’re not sure.

basic


equal


Olympics

label

deduct

procedure

procedural

December

precinct

device


spiral


spectator
recent

supreme

improvise

frequent

flavor


acrobat

vacant

vacancy

Now, take the 5 words you divided, and sort the syllables into the correct boxes in the chart below:

	open
	closed
	silent-e
	r-controlled
	schwa
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Because a schwa sound can be made from any vowel, it is sometimes
hard to know which vowel to use in an unaccented syllable.
Circle the correct spelling for each word:

1. total totel totil totol totul
2. basan basen basin bason basun
3. slogan slogen slogin slogon slogun
4. pilat pilet pilit pilot pilut
5. legal legel legil legol legul
6. eval evel evil evol evul
7. orphan orphen  orphin orphon  orphun
8. pardan parden  pardin pardon  pardun
9. chosan chosen  chosin choson  chosun
10. cactas cactes  cactis cactos cactus

Use the following letters to form words using the clues.
A A OUCCLLR RST

every _ _ _ summon fee

tumble, turn too marine skeletons

barn compartment map collection

judicial body _ _ _ _ _ scoundrel _ _ _ _ _ _ _informal _ __ _ _ _

desert plant _ _ _ _ _ _ flower _ _ _ _ _ _ hardened _ _ _ _ _ __

math technology _ _ _ _ _ __ ___ _ --> open/closed/r-controlled
syllables!

Form a sentence using four of the words! _





The second syllable in a v/cv  (vowel/consonant-vowel) word is often the unaccented syllable.  It is not pronounced strongly and usually has the schwa sound of /u/  >>  “uh”  , no matter which vowel is used for the spelling.  Look at the words below and decide which one common ending could be used to finish spelling all the words.   This ending often has the schwa sound.  

ag _ _ _      frequ _ _ _     dec _ _ _   stud _ _ _    sil _ _ _   rod _ _ _  

Because a schwa (ə) sound can be made from any vowel, it is sometimes hard to know which vowel to use in an unaccented syllable.  The syllable has an “uh” sound, but the spelling is not always a “u”—in fact, it’s usually not!

Circle the correct spelling for each of these “schwa” words:

1.  total
totel

totil

totol

totul

2.  basan
basen

basin

bason

basun

3.  slogan
slogen

slogin

slogon

slogun

4.  pilat
pilet

pilit

pilot

pilot

5.  legal
legel

legil

legol

legul

6.  eval
evel

evil

evol

evul

7.  orphan
orphen
orphan 
orphon
orphun

8.  pardan
parden
pardin 
pardon
pardun

9.   chosan
chosen
chosin
  
choson
chosun

10.  cactas
cactes
cactis

cactos
cactus
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Hand it in by:  ____________________     
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